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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-8, 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by US 6,219,302 to Tanoguchi et al. [hereinafter Tanoguchi]. 

Regarding claim 1: Tanoguchi discloses a time-data transmitting apparatus 
comprising: a transmission-demand signal receiving portion (24) which receives a weak- 
wave transmission-demand signal (SI); and a transmission control portion (2) which 
transmits a radio wave containing time data (S2b), at a predetermined time at a first 
intensity (-3 dB), and a radio wave containing the time data (S2a), at a second intensity 
(-20 to -130 dB), lower than the first intensity when the transmission-demand signal 
receiving portion (24) receives the weak- wave transmission-demand signal SI (col. 6, 
lines 4-63, col. 8, lines 29-65, col. 10, lines 30-65). 

Regarding claim 2: Tanoguchi discloses the time-data transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the transmission control portion (2) transmits the radio 
wave containing the time data (S2a), at the second intensity, for a predetermined time 
(col. 6, lines 40-63). 

Regarding claim 3: Tanoguchi discloses the time-data transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 1, further having: a time-measuring portion (24) which measures the 
current time data (SI); a radio-wave receiving portion (20a) which receives a standard- 
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time radio wave signal (SI) containing time data; and a time-correcting portion (25) 
which corrects the current time data measxired by the time-measuring portion (24), on the 
basis of the time data contained in the standard-time radio wave signal received by the 
radio-wave receiving portion (20a), wherein the transmission control portion (2) 
transmits radio wave that contains the time data based on the current time data measured 
by the time-measuring portion (24) (col. 6, lines 4-63, col. 8, lines 29-65, col. 10, lines 
30-65). 

Regarding claim 5: Tanoguchi discloses the time-data transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the time data contained in the radio wave represents time in 
minimum units of minutes (col. 4, lines 23-38). 

Regarding claim 6: Tanoguchi discloses the time-data transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the predetermined time is a one-minute interval (col. 4, 
lines 23-38). 

Regarding claim 7: Tanoguchi discloses the time-data transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 3, wherein the radio wave transmitted from the transmission control 
portion (2) is of the same frequency and same format as the standard-time radio wave 
signal (co. 3, lines 60-67, col. 4, lines 1-10). 

Regarding claim 8: Tanoguchi discloses the time-data transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 3, wherein the radio wave transmitted from the transrnission control 
portion (2) is of a frequency and format, at least one of which differs from that of the 
standard-time radio wave signal (col. 6, lines 40-63). 

Regarding claim 16: Tanoguchi discloses a time-data transmitting apparatus 
comprising: a transmission-demand signal receiving portion (24) which receives a weak- 
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wave transmission-demand signal (SI); and a transmission control portion (2) which 
transmits a radio wave containing time data (S2b), at a predetermined time at a first 
intensity (-3 dB), and a radio wave containing the time data (S2a), at a second intensity 
(-20 to -130 dB), lower than the first intensity when the transmission-demand signal 
receiving portion (24) receives the weak-wave transmission-demand signal SI (col. 6, 
lines 4-63, col 8, lines 29-65, col. 10, lines 30-65), a clock (3) which comprises a time- 
measuring portion (24) which measures the current time; a transmission-demand 
transmitting portion (2) which transmits the weak-wave transmission-demand signal; a 
wave-receiving portion (20a) which receives a radio wave transmitted from the time-data 
transmitting apparatus (1) and containing a time code; and a time-correcting portion (25) 
which corrects the time on the basis of the time data received by the wave-receiving 
portion (20a) (col. 6, lines 4-63, col. 8, lines 29-65, col. 10, lines 30-65). 

Regarding claim 17: Tanoguchi discloses the time-data transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 1 6, wherein the transmission control portion (2) transmits the radio 
wave containing the time data (S2a), at the second intensity, for a predetermined time 
(col. 6, lines 40-63). 

Regarding claim 18: Tanoguchi discloses the time-data transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 16, further having: a time-measuring portion (24) which measures the 
current time data (S 1); a radio-wave receiving portion (20a) which receives a standard- 
time radio wave signal (SI) containing time data; and a time-correcting portion (25) 
which corrects the current time data measured by the time-measuring portion (24), on the 
basis of the time data contained in the standard-time radio wave signal received by the 
radio-wave receiving portion (20a), wherein the transmission control portion (2) 
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transmits radio wave that contains the time data based on the current time data measured 
by the time-measuring portion (24) (col. 6, lines 4-63, col, 8, lines 29-65, col. 10, lines 
30-65). 

Regarding claim 19: Tanoguchi discloses time-correcting system according to 
claim 18, wherein the clock(3) further has a standard radio-wave receiving portion (20a) 
which receives a standard-time radio wave signal containing time data, wherein the time- 
correcting portion (25) for the clock (3) further corrects the current time data measured 
by the time-measuring portion (24), on the basis of the time data contained in the 
standard-time radio wave signal received by the standard radio-wave receiving portion 
(20a) (col. 6, lines 4-63, col. 8, lines 29-65, col. 10, lines 30-65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tanoguchi. 

Regarding claim 4: Tanoguchi discloses all the subject matter claimed by 
applicant with the exception of the limitation stated in claim 4, i.e., wherein the weak- 
wave transmission-demand signal is a signal transmitted from a wristwatch. Tanoguchi 
is silent to the particular type of timepiece, e.g., wristwatch. However, Official Notice is 
taken that it is very well known in the timepiece art to use wristwatches in order to have a 
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portable device convenient to the user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to add wrist 
means to the device of Tanoguchi, in order to conveniently place the portable device on 
the user. 

Regarding claim 20: Tanoguchi discloses all the subject matter claimed by 
applicant with the exception of the limitation stated in claim 20, i.e., wherein the clock 
comprises a band for strapping the clock on the arm of a user. Tanoguchi is silent to the 
particular type of timepiece, e.g., clock with bands. However, Official Notice is taken 
that it is very well known in the timepiece art to use wristwatches in order to have a 
portable device convenient to the user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to add 
wristbands to the device of Tanoguchi, in order to conveniently place the portable device 
on the user. 

5. Claims 9-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tanoguchi in view of Yoshida et al. [hereafter Yoshida]. 

Regarding claim 9: Tanoguchi discloses a time-data transmitting apparatus 
comprising: a transmission control portion (2) which transmits a radio wave containing 
time data (S2b), at a predetermined time at a first intensity (-3 dB), and a radio wave 
containing the time data (S2a), at a second intensity (-20 to -130 dB), lower than the first 
intensity when the transmission-demand signal receiving portion (24) receives the weak- 
wave transmission-demand signal SI (col. 6, lines 4-63, col. 8, lines 29-65, col. 10, lines 
30-65). Tanoguchi discloses all the subject matter claimed by applicant with the 
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exception of the limitation stated in claim 9, i.e., the external switch. Yoshida discloses a 
time-data transmitting apparatus comprising a reset switch (32), wherein when the switch 
(32) is turned on, the correction clock (3) enters an initial correction mode. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add the switch, as taught by Yoshida, to the apparatus, as taught 
by Tanoguchi, in order to be able to manual initiate the time correction operation. 

Regarding claim 10: Tanoguchi discloses the time-data transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 9, wherein the transmission control portion (2) transmits the radio 
wave containing the time data (S2a), at the second intensity, for a predetermined time 
(col. 6, lines 40-63). 

Regarding claim 11; Tanoguchi discloses the time-data transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 9, further having: a time-measuring portion (24) which measures the 
current time data (SI); a standard radio-wave receiving portion (20a) which receives a 
standard-time radio wave signal (SI) containing time data; and a time-correcting portion 
(25) which corrects the current time data measured by the time-measuring portion (24), 
on the basis of the time data contained in the standard-time radio wave signal received by 
the radio-wave receiving portion (20a), wherein the transmission control portion (2) 
transmits radio wave that contains the time data based on the current time data measured 
by the time-measuring portion (24) (col. 6, lines 4-63, col. 8, lines 29-65, col. 10^ lines 
30-65). 

Regarding claim 12: Tanoguchi discloses the time-data transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 9, wherein the time data contained in the radio wave represents time in 
minimum units of minutes (col. 4, lines 23-38). 
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Regarding claim 13: Tanoguchi discloses the time-data transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 9, wherein the predetermined time is a one-minute interval (col. 4, 
lines 23-38). 

Regarding claim 14: Tanoguchi discloses the time-data transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 3, wherein the radio wave transmitted from the transmission control 
portion (2) is of the same frequency and same format as the standard-time radio wave 
signal (co. 3, lines 60-67, col. 4, lines 1-10). 

Regarding claim 15: Tanoguchi discloses the time-data transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 3, wherein the radio wave transmitted from the transmission control 
portion (2) is of a frequency and format, at least one of which differs from that of the 
standard-time radio wave signal (col. 6, lines 40-63). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art cited in the PTO-892 disclose related devices. US 
7, 1 90,745 to Takada et al. discloses a radio-controlled timepiece; and JP 05 1 42363 to 
Yamada discloses a radio wave corrected clock. 

7. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier conmiunication from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Jeanne-Marguerite Goodwin whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-2104. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 
(9am-6pm), altemate Fridays off. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Bradley Paula can be reached on (571) 272-2800 
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ext 33. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (571) 273-8300. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-2861. 



JMG 
3/16/08 




RENEELUEBKE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



